Introduction

I ntroduction
Be Real

God's original design for your life was to be in a living
relationship with Him. The purpose of this book is to help you find that
relationship and walk in it. It is not to add to the layers of roles that we
play in life, especialy religious roles and religious play-acting. | pray that
this book will encourage you to become transparent with God, your
Creator, and through that transparency to experience God’s wonderful
love and grace which will mold you into His original design for your life.

Galatians 1:15,16 says, “But when God, who set me apart from
birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so
that 1 might [ Paul’s purpose in life was
inserted here in this blank].” This is a quote from Paul who wrote the
letter to the first century Galatian church. He had been arole player, and a
murderer, killing first century Christians and thinking that his life was
fulfilling God's purpose for himself and for God. Notice those great
statements, “But when God,” and “by His grace.” This is something
that God did! He revealed to Paul his purpose in life. We all want to
know why we are here and we want to know our purpose.

We each have a blank for our purpose
in life, and it is different for each and every human. You cannot fill in the
blank; only God can. Paul could not fill in the blank until he experienced
the awesome presence of God and after walking with God for many years.
But Paul finally did fill in his blank. God wants to reveal your purpose to
you.

Every one of usstartsout aswhowereally are.

Then we develop different attitudes of who we want to be. The
"want to be's’ become roles that we play. Quite often these decisions are
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made subconsciously. All of these roles build up like layers of an onionin
our lives. It is God's purpose to take us back to who we really are, to the
real "you." That isthe“you” that God really loves and it is the only “you”
that God can really work with to make you whole and fulfilled in life.

We fear the discovery of who wereally are. Over the years we
have constructed layers of self-deceit upon ourselves similar to layers of
an onion. We have so many ways of hiding behind roles that others or
ourselves have constructed. These roles are self-deceiving and we have
become so lost behind them that we are incapable of rescuing ourselves.
Before we know it we are hiding behind so many layers that we are totally
self-deceived and fit into what Jeremiah said, “ The heart is deceitful above
all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).

However, only God is capable of peeling back the layers. | can
remember God speaking to me just a few months after | had met Jesus
back in late 1979. It was not an audible voice, but rather it came through a
cassette tape that had been previously recorded in a service 2,400 miles
away. It was not something high and mighty or religious at all, it was very
practical. However, when | heard it, | knew in my “knower” (deep inside)
that it was God speaking directly to me. It went like this:

“l seethe original design for your life. Itislikea
parchment scroll that unrolls. As it unrolls the script of
your life is written on it. However, the edges of the scroll
have been burnt and the ashes have been scattered so that
No person, not even you, can any longer read the scroll. No
human could possibly find all of the ashes, fit them
together in the proper places and reconstruct the scroll.

However, | have not forgotten it. | am God
Almighty, and | am capable of finding the ashes,
resurrecting them back into parchment and putting them
exactly where they belong so that you and others may see
who you really are, and so that your life may return to its
original design. This will be done slowly and
progressively, and will only be an act of my grace. You
need only to walk close to Me and give Me your heart,
which also means being gut level honest with Me at all
times.”
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| can testify that what God told me in 1980 has been my
experience and is still my experience. God cannot lie!

True contentment in life is knowing that the real you is
acceptable. It is knowing that you can be real with God. It is knowing
that you don’t know how to be completely real in one big event, but that as
you go through life, God will cause the layers to be taken off little by little
as you can tolerate it and accept it. You discover that God accepts you
just the way you are, however He wants to peel back the layers to get to
thereal you. You will find out that God is gentle throughout this process.
You will discover that quite often even the gentleness can be painful.

There can be hidden compartmentsin your life that you do not
want anybody, especially God, to uncover and expose. You know it
would be too painful. But God would say to you, “Go ahead and trust me
to touch that hurt just one time. | may cause more pain in your life by
touching it, but after that, healing will come. Isit worth it?’ It islike the
surgeon asking, “Is it worth it to bear the pain of my knife if it means
cutting out the disease?’

God isthe only one who can bring light to your “dark places.”
“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life’” (John 8:12).

That iswhy thisbook istitled “Be Real With God.” Certainly it
is my desire for you to come to know Jesus if you do not know Him. In
this book you will find areas of doctrine that God desires you to know.
Y ou will find points of recommended obedience that are crucial if you are
to mature in Christ. However, your relationship with God and your
obedience to Him must be based upon your being real with yourself and
with Him. If you play act with God you will be miserable and miss the
only opportunity to really be free and whole.

We can cooper ate with God.

The one thing that God can work with isyour honesty. One of
His names is truth. “ Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and the
life...”” (John 14:6a). When Jesus was on trial for His life, He had a
discussion with the Roman ruler, Pilate, in which they spoke about the
definition of truth. “Pilate then said to Him, *Are you a king then? Jesus
answered, ‘You say it that | am aking. To thisend | was born, and for this
cause | came into the world, that | should bear witness to the truth.
Everyonewhoisof thetruth hears My voice'” (John 18:37).
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Thereis alaw on planet Earth that always works: it is called
sowing and reaping (Galatians 6:7-8). One will ultimately reap
whatsoever he sows. This law applies to truth also. If you sow the truth
you will reap the truth. If you sow deception and dishonesty, you will
reap darkness, and the truth will not shine in your life. “Everyone who is
of the truth hears My voice” (John 18:37 b).

King David made the following statement in Psalm 32:2-3 after
trying to hide his terrible sins from God. David could no longer live with
himself, but he discovered that God honors the truth and that the truth will
make one free.

“Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against
him and in whose spirit is no deceit. When | kept silent, my bones wasted
away through my groaning all day long” (Psalms 32:2-3). | suggest that
you read the entire Psalm 32.

There is usually a price for being truly honest. Proverbs 23:23
says, “Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction and
understanding.” One price you need to be prepared to pay is humility.

| believe that evil came to pass in our world and continues to
exist by man's dishonesty. The cartoon below illustrates this. To the
degree that you are not real, is the degree of potential evil or darkness that
existsinyour life. The wider the gap, the greater the potential isfor evil.

Thisprinciple appliesto all people.

Thisisthe gulf where evil dwells.

Therolethat | play Who | really am
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You may be Jewish and have been raised in a God-fearing home
with a culture that has taught you to never “convert” and to not listen to
“those Christians.” | understand you heeding that advice. Too many
Christians have been hard hearted towards your faith and culture.

You may be Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, New Age, or agnostic.
Y ou may be worshiping beingsin the spirit world or idols. Y ou may be an
atheist or a self-sufficient person who has never felt a need for God. You
may be reading this book as a new believer and have a desire to grow into
maturity. You may have had tremendous faith at some point in your life,
but now you doubt God. | respect where you are.

If you are spiritual God is not asking you to become secular.

If you are secular or scientific, He is not asking you to trust in
spirits who are untrustworthy. Heis not asking you to change your culture
or to become like other Christians whom you may have met. He is not
asking you to conform to some church or denomination. Heis not asking
you to become “religious.”

What He is asking you to do isto be honest with your needsin
life. We all have “felt needs.” The three main categories are love,
security and significance. We need unconditional love. We need to be
loved by someone who knows all about us and still accepts us. We need
security for material and emotional needs and for eternal destiny. We
need significance, or we need to know that we matter and are worth
something. God has a deep desire to be the supplier of those needs, as we
will seein future chapters.

You are turning to someone or something for these needs
aready. It may be that you have been relying on your own soul power,
which includes your intellect, education, and talents. | am not degrading
these, but they must be put into proper perspective. These can appear to
work to a degree. It may be that you have been relying on some spiritual
religion that puts you into contact with real spirit beings. | understand that
thisis real and it can appear to work to an extent. In the end however,
these “other gods” * are unreliable. They are hard taskmasters. They
always keep you in fear and demand your worship. They promise an easy
way for the supply of your felt needs. However it like using a credit card;
eventually the bill will come and you will have to pay.

God, the Creator, isreliable. His name is Truth. His Word is
Truth. When He reveals Himself to you it will be in accordance with His

! “Other gods’ will be defined in later chapters.
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Word so that you will not need to wonder if you have made contact with
the real God or some “other god.”

One thing I have found about God is that He rarely argues. He
usually just reveals Himself and all of the arguments stop. He has a
deeper desire to reach you with the truth than you have to receive it. He
created you to have a close personal relationship with Him. He did not
create you to have to rely on some religion or spirit. He did not leave your
eternal destiny in the hands of other men who try to convince you that they
have the truth.

To all of you seekers, God is able to reveal His nameto you. You
do not need to rely on men’s arguments.

To all of you who are moving on toward maturity, He is the
teacher. He wantsto lead you into al truth and relate to you personally.

Now, | encourage you to exer cise honesty with God. Thereisno
correct way to pray. Just talk to Him as you would if He were your best
friend sitting next to you. Tell Him what you believe and do not believe.
Tell Him how you really feel, give Him your doubts, fears and bitterness.
Tell Him your needs and how you have been attempting to satisfy them.

“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

Just bereal with God!



